JAMES WHITNEY

of, and carried him before a magistrate, who sent him to
Exeter JaiL

In the month of August, 1694, this inhuman wretch
suffered the punishment provided by the law, which appears
much too mild for such a black unnatural monster.

JAMES WHITNEY
Notorious Highwayman, who believed in dressing well.
Executed at Smithfield) i qth of December, 1694
THIS notorious malefactor was born at Stevenage, in
Hertfordshire, where he was put apprentice to a
butcher as soon as he was fit for servitude. He served his
time, as far as we have heard, very faithfully; but was not
long his own master before he took to the irregular courses
that brought destruction upon him and branded his name
with infamy.
He took the George Inn, at Cheshunt, in Hertfordshire,
where he entertained all sorts of bad company; but not
thriving in this way he was in a little time obliged to shut
up his doors and entirely give over the occupation. He now
came up to London, the common sanctuary of such men,
where he lived very irregularly, and at last, when necessitous
circumstances came on him apace, wholly gave himself up
to villainy.
It was still some time before he took to the highway,
following only the common tricks practised by the sharpers
of the town, in which he was the more successful as he
always went dressed like a gentleman, it being easier to
impose upon mankind with a good suit of clothes than any
other way whatsoever.
When Whitney was grown a confirmed highwayman
he one day met a gentleman on Bagshot Heath, whom he
commanded to stand and deliver. To which the gentleman
replied: " Sir, 'tis well you spoke first, for I was just going
to say the same thing to you." " Why, are,you a gentleman
thief then?" quoth Whitney. " Yes," said the stranger;
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